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addition, through its efforts to restore and 
manage forested properties, wetlands, and 
prairies, the department holds storm waters, 
improves water and air quality, protects en-
dangered species, and helps to maintain nat-
ural habitats. Lake County Parks and Recre-
ation has won numerous awards and acco-
lades for its great works, and it is certainly 
worthy of each and every honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Lake County Parks and Recreation on 
its 50th anniversary. For the past fifty years, 
the leadership, employees, and volunteers of 
the department have enhanced the lives of 
countless individuals through their unwavering 
commitment to the community of Northwest In-
diana, and they are worthy of the highest 
praise. 
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Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the 150th Anniversary 
of the Congregational Church of Soquel. Es-
tablished in May of 1868, the Congregational 
Church of Soquel has built a legacy of pro-
viding a safe and supportive environment for 
many of my constituents in the 20th Congres-
sional District of California. The church has a 
history of service and sanctuary, while actively 
engaging in acts of compassion, justice, and a 
sense of responsibility. 

The Congregational Church of Soquel—also 
known as the Little White Church in the 
Vale—has served as a pillar of the Soquel 
community since it was first organized by 
Joshua and Narcissa Parrish in 1868. The 
Church, both as a brick-and-mortar institution 
and as a family, persevered through many ad-
versities while maintaining a sense of service 
to the community. The Church has repeatedly 
served as a shelter and temporary fire station 
during natural disasters. Even through the 
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake which dev-
astated much of our community, the Church 
remained indomitable. 

The Church not only provides opportunities 
for satisfying spiritual needs, but also works to 
provide tangible solutions to community 
needs, including hunger and homelessness. 
Currently, the Church fulfills its mission of ad-
dressing food insecurity and homelessness 
through its partnership with many crucial orga-
nizations in my district such as Meals on 
Wheels, the Second Harvest Food Bank, and 
the Homeless Services Center. In addition, the 
church also partners with The Great Chili 
Cook-Off, which supports the Mid-County 
Homeless Coalition—Shower Trailer Program. 
Through these partnerships, local organiza-
tions can ensure that many of those in need 
are provided with emergency food and hous-
ing. 

The Church not only looks for opportunities 
to help within our community, but also beyond 
our country’s borders. The Church continues 
to address food insecurity internationally 
through its work with the Panamerican Insti-
tute in Tijuana, Mexico. There, the Church 
provides food baskets for families of the Insti-

tute and motivates both youth and adults to 
make improvements in schools and homes in 
the area. In addition to the church’s service in 
Mexico, they also participate in Solehope, 
which provides shoes to children in Uganda. 
In Kenya, the church supports Happy Life 
Children’s Home, which helps to find homes 
for abandoned children. These missions and 
services that the church participates in locally 
and globally show their dedication to uplifting 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
dedication and commitment to compassion 
and justice that the Congregational Church of 
Soquel provides to the 20th Congressional 
District. We are fortunate to have an institution 
like the Congregational Church of Soquel call 
the central coast of California home. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the Congregational Church of 
Soquel. 
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Assistance League of Glendale 
upon its seventy-fifth anniversary. 

The Assistance League of Glendale began 
with a small group of women dedicated to per-
forming selfless acts for the local community 
and has since developed into a multifaceted 
philanthropic organization targeted at providing 
aid to women, men and children in need of 
guidance, assistance and care. The members 
work to ensure that the needs of children and 
seniors in Glendale are met with care and re-
spect, and dedicate thousands of hours to im-
prove the city. 

Committed to promoting education and en-
riching the lives of students, the Assistance 
League of Glendale provides clothing to ele-
mentary school children in need, reading sup-
port and books, as well as thousands of dol-
lars in scholarships for students graduating 
from high schools and college in Glendale. 

In addition to its exceptional work for young 
students, the Assistance League of Glendale 
provides social programs and meals for sen-
iors, weekly training for developmentally chal-
lenged adults to learn vocational skills, and 
quality pre-owned merchandise as well as 
clothing at affordable prices. 

This volunteer-driven organization continues 
its mission to assist and uplift as it strives to 
address the increasing needs of the commu-
nity with innovative, dynamic and creative phil-
anthropic programs that promote emotional 
and physical well-being, and over the years 
has evolved to meet the shifting needs of the 
community. 

The Assistance League of Glendale serves 
as a brilliant example of the power of vol-
unteerism and what people can do when in-
spired to connect with others in the spirit of 
humanitarianism. The time, effort, and care 
that the organization has given to the commu-
nity is outstanding, and the residents of Glen-
dale and the greater Los Angeles area have 
benefited greatly from their work. 

I ask all Members to join with me in com-
mending the Assistance League of Glendale 

for seventy-five years of dedicated, out-
standing and invaluable service to the commu-
nity. 
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Michael Mar-
tinez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Michael Martinez is a student at Standley 
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Michael 
Martinez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Mi-
chael Martinez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
United States Congress, it is an honor for me 
to rise today in recognition of the forthcoming 
retirement of Gunnery Sergeant Jeremy L. 
Long on June 30, 2018. 

GySgt Jeremy Long has served the United 
States Marine Corps with honor and distinction 
for twenty years. A career of such longevity in 
support of our national security is, in itself, an 
accomplishment worthy of recognition. GySgt 
Long has accomplished extraordinary achieve-
ments during his exceptional career that de-
mands more than just recognition of a grateful 
nation. He has earned the respect of count-
less fellow Marines that have benefited from 
his leadership and technical expertise in six 
different military occupational specialties and 
the adulation of millions, who he has never 
met, but who benefited from his service none-
theless. 

Jeremy Long’s Human Intelligence occupa-
tional specialty put him directly into harm’s 
way on multiple deployments into the most 
dangerous battlefields of his generation. 
GySgt Long deployed to Iraq three times. First 
to Mahmudiyyah in 2003, then Husaybah in 
2004 and again in 2005 with the 13th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capa-
ble). Later, he deployed to Afghanistan three 
more times. First, with the 1st Marine Special 
Operations Battalion (MSOB) in 2007 to 
Helmand Province, again in 2009 with the 1st 
MSOB in 2009 and finally with the Special Op-
erations Task Force-81 in 2012. 
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